
               Overpipe Plates: Installation Guide   March 2019 

 

Note: OV1 size plates are used in this guide. The plates and connection system have been designed 

specifically for APA Group to comply with their requirements under AS 2885 Pipelines – Gas and 

Liquid Petroleum. 

Plate sizes this connection system can be used with: 

OV1 1250mm x 2000mm 

OV3 1500mm x 2000mm 

 

Overview 

Overpipe protection plates primary function is to provide a physical protective barrier for buried 

pipelines. The secondary function is to provide a visual warning for machinery operators.  The 

connection system is designed to connect multiple plates in a manner that when one plate is pierced 

or hooked by and excavator, the plates it is connected to will lift from the ground also. For this effect 

to occur, the plates must be connected together correctly. These connectors will last the warranty 

lifetime of the Overpipe plates without rotting or corroding. 

 

Delivery & Handling 

Overpipe plates are delivered strapped onto double pallets (made to the size of the plate). For the 

pallets to be unloaded from the truck or container, a forklift with a minimum 1.5 tonne lifting 

capacity will be required. A level laydown area will be needed for unloading and storage. Pallets may 

have a plastic wrap around them, but this is not UV rated for long term outside storage. 

 

Overpipe is made from Polyethylene. There are non-slip dimples on the surface of the plates to 

reduce slip risk and facilitate grip during manual handling, but care should still be taken in wet 

conditions. 



 

Installation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overpipe plates are laid in the trench once the appropriate volume of compacted, level cover has 

been backfilled onto the pipeline (to a minimum of 300mm). The trench should be benched to a 

sufficient width for the Overpipe plates to lay flat within it. The Overpipe plates should be positioned 

so there is a minimum of 300mm overhang either side of the pipeline below. Spray-painted guide 

lines on the backfill will assist in correctly positioning the plates. 

Connectors 

The connectors are made from polyester braided rope loops, knotted at one end. The connectors 

are strong but will elongate under load before breaking, so several plates will be lifted from the 

ground before the connectors fail. They will be blue or black in colour. 

They will be packed separately from the plates, 120 connectors to a carton, bundled in fours. 
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Step 1  

This process will require two people. It is easier to do this standing the plate on it end. Each plates 

requires four connectors. At each end of the Overpipe plate are 4 larger holes, inset 150mm from 

the edge. Thread each of the four connectors through the holes as shown, ensuring the knot ends 

are on the TOP side of the plate (this is the side with the EMBOSSED WARNING MESSAGE). 

 

Lay the plate with the threaded connectors flat on the ground, with the connectors laid in a line in 

front.   



 

Thread connectors through the next plate per Step 1. Now place the next plate upright butting to 

the first plate, with the side without threaded connectors at the bottom. Thread the connector loops 

from the first plate through the four larger holes (inset 150mm from the edge) on the underside of 

the second plate before laying it down (as shown in the following image). 

 

  



Step 2 

Now lay the second plate flat. It should appear per the below image, with the connectors of the first 

plate threaded through the holes of the second plate. Note the embossed warning message is on the 

TOP of the plate. 

 

 

  



Step 3 

Loop the ends of the rope connectors around the knots and pull tight. Make sure the knots are close 

to the holes of the first plate, not halfway between. Plate connection is now complete. As the 

connectors are already looped through the other end of the second plate, they are ready for the 

installation of the third plate. Now repeat steps 1 to 3 for each additional plate joined. 

 

 

Technical Support 

For further information about Overpipe or technical support on installation contact: 

 

Australia & New Zealand   Worldwide 

Polyfabrics Customer Service   Overpipe France 

+ 61 2 9577 1800    +33 4 42 26 26 10 

sales@polyfabrics.com.au   s.rodriguesdesousa@overpipe.com  
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